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For the first time, religious worship and religious instruction,
subject to the usual conscience clauses, have become compulsory in
every county and voluntary school. Every school-day must begin
with an act of collective worship attended by all the pupils (except
in schools without an assembly-hall, where worship may take place
in the classrooms). No form has been prescribed for the act of
worship, except that in county schools it must not be distinctive of
any religious denomination. Religious instruction is to be given
in all schools and may be at any time during the school session
instead of being restricted to the beginning or the end of the session.
In county schools the religious instruction must be given in
accordance with an agreed syllabus, and no teacher is obliged to
take part in it if he does not wish to do so. The first agreed
syllabuses appeared in the decade following the conclusion of the
First World War. The earliest was the Cambridgeshire syllabus
in 1924, and its issue was followed by a number of other syllabuses
prepared for the larger education authorities. Experience in the
use of the syllabuses showed that the teachers would welcome
more detailed guidance in regard to methods of presentation, illustra-
tions, books, and background material, than the first syllabuses
provided. Accordingly, most authorities revised their syllabuses
and reissued them in a considerably enlarged form. The raising
of the school-leaving age and the retention of pupils in some types
of secondary schools to eighteen, and the compulsory part-time
attendance at county colleges to that age, have necessitated further
revisions.
The fifth schedule of the Act of 1944 details the procedure for
bringing into operation an agreed syllabus. The L.E.A. is instructed
to convene a conference consisting of representatives of the Church
of England, other religious denominations, the teachers* associa-
tions, and the local authority. The conference may decide to
recommend the adoption of an agreed syllabus issued by another
authority or it may be in favour of a syllabus specially prepared
for the area. In voting, each of the four panels constituting the
conference has one vote, so that the members of each panel must
recommend unanimously and the conference as a whole must be
unanimous in its recommendation. If the conference cannot agree,
or if the authority fails to adopt a syllabus, the Minister himself will
appoint a conference to prepare a syllabus.
Many ardent denorninationalists have described agreed syllabuses
as colourless productions, but a study of several recent ones